Recent trends in glaucoma surgery in Scotland, England and Wales.
To evaluate national trends of trabeculectomy, aqueous shunts and cycloablation performed in Scotland, England and Wales from 1993 to 2012. The annual numbers of trabeculectomies and aqueous shunts carried out between 1993 and 2012 were obtained from national Scottish, English and Welsh National Health Service databases. The annual rates of trabeculectomy, aqueous shunts and cycloablation were calculated per 100,000 of the population and analysed in the following age groups: 0-14 years, 15-59 years, over 60 years. The highest annual rate of trabecuelctomy was in 1995, this was followed by a sharp decline and subsequent stable rates since 2000. The total annual rates of aqueous shunts have increased more than sixfold from 2003 to 2012. In the 0-14 years age group from 2003 to 2012 the ratio of trabeculectomy to aqueous shunts has reversed; trabeculectomy rates have decreased while rates of aqueous shunts have increased. From 2003 to 2012, rates of cyclocryotherapy have reduced while rates of photocoagulation to the ciliary body have doubled. Trabeculectomy is the most commonly performed glaucoma operation. Aqueous shunts are rapidly increasing in the surgical management of glaucoma. During the study period, the ratio of trabeculectomy to aqueous shunts has reversed in the younger age group (0-14 years). Rates of cyclocyrotherapy to the ciliary body have dramatically declined while laser photocoagulation to the ciliary body is gaining wider acceptability.